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INTRODUCTION
Archaeological S i t e 41KA25 is located on t h e e a s t bank o f Cibolo Creek on both s i d e s of FM 81 i n Karnes County.
The s i t e appears t o be a multicomponent campsite which has been previously disrupted by highway construction and c u l t i v a t i o n .
Testing of portions of t h e s i t e within t h e proposed highway right-of-way is being i n i t i a t e d by t h e S t a t e Department of Highways and Public Transportation (SDHPT) i n accordance with
Procedures f o r t h e Protection of H i s t o r i c and Cultural Properties
(36 CFR P a r t 800), procedures which a r e prescribed by law and endorsed by t h e Federal Highway Administration. Objectives of t h e test a r e t o determine t h e nature of t h e s i t e , its c u l t u r a l a f f i l i a t i o n and whether those portions included within t h e highway right-of-way meet t h e c r i t e r i a f o r inclusion within t h e National Register of H i s t o r i c Places.
S p e c i f i c a l l y , t h e t e s t i n g w i l l be t o determine t h e depth of t h e d e p o s i t s containing archaeological materials and t o determine more precisely t h e limits of t h e s i t e within t h e SDHPT right-ofway. Cultural context and s t r a t i f i c a t i o n of m a t e r i a l s present
w i l l a l s o be of prime concern. In addition, c u l t u r a l f e a t u r e s , i f encountered, w i l l be pursued a t l e a s t t o t h e e x t e n t of determining t h e nature and possible a f f i l i a t i o n and/or s i g n i f i c a n c e of those f e a t u r e s . Where possible, a r t i f a c t s and associated cultural debris w i l l be recorded in s i t u . Documentation w i l l consist of f i e l d notes, level reports, drawings, and photographic record.
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The p r o j e c t c o n s i s t s o f a f e d e r a l l y funded on-system bridge replacement and approach roadway construction on FM 81 a t Cibolo
Creek i n Karnes County. The e x i s t i n g s t r u c t u r e was b u i l t i n 1951 and c o n s i s t s o f a low-water bridge s t r u c t u r e 100 f t . i n l e n g t h with a c l e a r roadway o f 20 f t . The replacement s t r u c t u r e w i l l be 300 f t . long w i t h a c l e a r roadway of 34 f t . The replacement s t r u c t u r e will be constructed 35 ft. downstream of t h e e x i s t i n g s t r u c t u r e . Detour during construction w i l l u t i l i z e t h e e x i s t i n g 
i t e t o be located on e i t h e r side of existing FM 81 on t h e e a s t bank of Cibolo Creek. A t t h a t time, the s i t e was reported t o extend along the roadway approximately 75 yards beginning some 50 yards from the creek. In addition t o disruptions caused by roadway construction, t h e s i t e was noted t o be under cultivation.
A t the time of resurvey, the portions of the s i t e within t h e right-of-way were noted t o be a t l e a s t p a r t i a l l y removed by routine right-of-way maintenance. Testing of the new right-ofway downstream of the existing f a c i l i t y was recommended. It w i l l be t h i s new location t h a t w i l l be emphasized during t h e current t e s t i n g .
Cultural a f f i l i a t i o n s k n o w n t o e x i s t a t the s i t e consist of l a t e
Paleo-Indian and Archaic components.
TESTING PROCEDURES
Archaeological t e s t i n g w i l l consist of hand-excavated units. Due t o t h e limited s i z e (1/2 acre) of the new right-of-way, no fewer than 2 nor no more than 6 t e s t u n i t s a r e anticipated t o be necessary t o determine the significance of the s i t e within t h e proposed project. These u n i t s w i l l be 1 X 2 meters and w i l l be excavated i n 10 cm levels from ground surface t o s t e r i l e deposits.
Horizontal control w i l l be maintained by u t i l i z i n g the SDHPT project centerline, a known l i n e of exact legal declination.
Vertical control w i l l be maintained i n r e l a t i o n t o present ground surface of each t e s t u n i t . Soil matrix excavated from t h e t e s t u n i t s w i l l be passed through 1/4 in. hardware cloth, with a l l recovered a r t i f a c t s and c u l t u r a l debris being retained for analysis. Recovered materials w i l l be bagged and labeled according t o provenience and removed from the s i t e t o t h e SDHPT Archaeology Laboratory for temporary curation.
Horizontal placement of u n i t s w i l l be based on surface observations. Some u n i t s w i l l be placed along the perimeter of the s i t e i n order t o determine exact s i t e boundaries within t h e right-of-way.
Upon completion of the t e s t i n g , a report d e t a i l i n g t h e r e s u l t s of t h e t e s t i n g w i l l be prepared with appropriate maps, p r o f i l e s , and photographs. Additional recommendations will be made a t t h a t time, a s well a s determination of e l i g i b i l i t y f o r inclusion within t h e National Register of Historic Places.
RESOURCE POTENTIAL
A t p r e s e n t and based on r e s u l t s o f t h e 1971 survey and 1984 resurvey o f S i t e 41KA25, it is apparent t h a t t h e s i t e has p o t e n t i a l t o make a c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e ongoing expansion o f t h e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l d a t a base of Texas archaeology, p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e region o f c e n t r a l Coastal Texas. Survey i n d i c a t i o n s a r e t h a t t h e s i t e has p o t e n t i a l f o r t h e Paleo-Indian study u n i t (12,000 t o 7000 B.P.) and t h e Archaic s t u d y u n i t (7000 B.P. t o A.D. 500).
A n y c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e Paleo-Indian study u n i t w i l l be s i g n i f i c a n t .
The s o u t h e a s t and c e n t r a l Coastal Texas Archaic s t u d y u n i t is composed o f two d i s t i n c t regions. S i t e 41KA25
would be included i n t h e c e n t r a l Coastal Archaic u n i t .
Contributions t o t h e Archaic study u n i t would b e n e f i t t h e understanding o f inland sites which perhaps a r e t r a n s i t i o n a l from Coastal sites t o Central Texas Archaic sites.
A t p r e s e n t it is u n c e r t a i n i f S i t e 41KA25 would be b e n e f i c i a l t o t h e L a t e P r e h i s t o r i c o r H i s t o r i c s t u d y u n i t s . P o t e n t i a l w i l l be s u b s t a n t i a l l y diminished should t h e site prove t o be shallow and o f mixed deposits.
